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To the Right Honourable | 
Col. STANLEY, 


One of His MAI EST v's 
Privy - Council of the 
Kingdom of Jreland 


ARIOUS are the Views 
which Authors have in Ad- 
dreſſes of this Nature; and 
ed co/edering the Diſpoſition of 
the preſent Age, and the Scar 
city of Worth to countenance 
rhoſe extravagant Encomiums in faſhion 
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| ( iv ) 
among Dedicators, many muſt be extremes 
ly at a loſs for even the Shadow of an 
Excuſe for making them. How will 
therefore the leſs Fortunate envy my happy 
Choice of a Patron, where I have nothing 
zo fear, nothing to regret, but my own In- 
ability of N. th as I ought ? 


To be ſpoke well of by all, is to be a 
Prodigy which I know not if Hiſtory af- 
fords us one Example of The over-ſpread- 
ing Wines of foul Detrattion reach from the 
Cottage to the Throne, and ſhed a Venom 
almoſt Univerſal ; but You, Sir! are an 
Exception to this general Rule: and tho 
there are but jew, too few, who imitate 
your Virtues, there are yet fewer who With 
they were leſs. The Reaſon of this is 
obvious, and needs not an Explanation : 
You have Penections too neceflary to the 
Intereſt of the World, not to render the 
Perſor polleſſed of them admir'd, and 
hoo d. That uncommon Beneficence of 
Nature, that ſoft Commiſeration which in- 
aures ou tomake the Joes of all Mau- 
kina your own, (with this difference alone, 
that you are more zealous for the Redreſs 
of others Grievances, than you would be 
if inflicted on yourſelf) takes away all 
poſſibility of becor:ing your Enemy, with» 
ont being as mich fo to one's own Intereſt, 
as one ſhould be to Juſtice. If to be a 
loyal Subject, a firm and worthy Patriot, 

| ; 19 * 


—— 4 — — — — — — — yoo 


— 


(iv ) 


a Father to the Orphan, @ Dryer of the | 


IVidew's Tears, a Friend without 40855 
and a Reliencr in general of all thoſe Up- 
preſſious which reach your Ear; if, I ſay, to 
merit ſuch a Character, be to be dear and 
valuable to the World, it is not to be won- 
der'd at, that you ſhould never be mention'd 
bat with Veneration, nor thought of but 
with the biebeſt Regard. 


But, in the midſt of that Pleaſure, 
which the Contemplation of all, who are 
ſo happy as to know you muſt afford, there 
ariſes alſo a melancholy Reflettion, that 
when we ſhall have the Misfortune of lo- 
fing you, there ſprings 10 ſecond Phœnix 
om your Aſhes. Heu oaft a Mitigation 
of our Sorrows would it be, did you leave 
us a Son, the Iuberitor of his Father's 
Virtues I dare not mention thoſe Graces 
which might be expected to have been his 
Portion from the other fide, elſe, for the 
glory of my Sex, ſhould gladly touch, as far 
as my weak Pen would give me leave, on 
ſome of thoſe many exceilent Qualities, 
which render d her the Pride and Or- 
nament of it , but ſhe now ſhines in a ſul- 
Irmer Sphere, the Companion of Angels, 
the Delight of thoſe above, as ſhe was the 
moſt eminent Paitern of Perfection here : 
Aud to remind you of ſo irreparable a 
Loſs, would be far from anſwering the 
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of preſentins with, was deſign'd for. 4 
2 Aa you , ſig 


| therefore add no more, than that IT | 
am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


S18, 
Your moſt Oblig d. 
Moſt Faithful, and 
Moſt Obedieat, 


Humble Servant. 
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AT BRNVTTAIN has no Aſſembly | | 
Faw GS which affords ſuch variety of Chara- | 
1 8 cters as the MasaugkADR; there are 4 
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ſcarce any Degrees of People, of what { | 1 
Religion or Principle ſoever, that ſome $4 

time or other are not willing to embrace an oppor- 14 
tunity of parta king this Diverſion. But among the 1 
nuraber of thoſe who pretty often frequented it, 1 
was a Gentleman, whoſe real Name, for ſome rea 1 
{ons, I ſhall conceal under that of DokIux Ns: He | | | 
is young, handſome, gay, gallant, has an affluence 11 
of Fortune and of Wit, 1s a paſſionate lover of | [ | 
Intrigue, and 'ris not to be doubted but that with 14 
all theſe Accompliſhments, he tound a great many i149 


- 


among the Fair Sex to encourage that diſpoſition : l 
He ſeldom went there without his Appointment, 
and it often hapned that three or four Ladies would | 
give him a deſcription of theirHabits, each in hope | 
to be the Favourite She, which ſhould that Night | 
pe fingled our, and triumph over the reſt . | 
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diſtinguiſh d Addreſſes. This Ambition was ſome- 
times the occaſion of a deal of confuſion in his 
Amours, the jealous Watchfulneſs of one would 
frequently deprive him of his Pleaſures with apo- 
ther. He was never without Embaraſſments of 
that nature: It took up great part of his time in 
reading, and anſwering the Reproaches and Com- 

laints he daily received from thoſe who thought 
themſelves lighted ; and if his Thoughts and Pen 
had not been equally ſwift, he would ſoon haye 
had no leiſure for new Attacks. 

By a very great chance, one evening he went, 
entirely N to this Scene of Gallantry; but 
Fortune, who ſeem'd glad of this opportunity to get 
the ſtart of Love, threw an Adventure in his way, 
which at his coming there he little thought of. A 
fine Shepherdeſs, whoſe Bon Mien had attracted the 
Eyes and Addreſſes of a great number of the Aſſem- 
bly, either thro” being too ſtrait lac'd, ot the ex- 
treme heat ofthe place, for there was a great deal 
of company thac night, was ſo overcome, that ſhe 
feil down in a fainting Fir in the midft of a croud 
of Gentlemen, who had gather'd round her : Do- 
RIMENUS was among them, and was one of the firſt 
that endeavour'd to bring her to herſelf. He was too 
well acquainted with the Sex, to be a ſtranger to 
Vapours, Spleen, and thoſe other faſhionable Diſ- 
tempers, which are often of great ſervice to make a 
Woman be taken notice of, when nothing in her 
beſide is found worthy of obſerxation, and was pro- 
vided with a Bottle of Spirits in his Pocket: Her 
Mask muſt now be taken off to give her Air, and 
thoꝰ by this time the Accident had drawn Nuns, 
Gypſies, Queens, and a confus'd medley of all Con- 
dirions and Profeſſions to her aſſiſtance ; ic was to 
his efforts ſhe was indebted for to ſpeedily recover- 
ing. It was he who had the honour of holding her 
in his Arms, during that little deprivation ol Senſe! 


It 


(9) 


It was he who had the pleaſure of perceiving her 
returns of Lite, and catching the feſt Sigh which 
ſſued from che ſtruggling Soul !-- Tis difficult to 
determine, whether, at the firſt plucking off her 
Mask, the ſight of her Face gave greater Motives 
of uncaſineſs to the Men or the Women which were 
about her ; thoſe only who have experienc'd what 
it 15 to love or envy, can be judges what kind of 
Pains the one felt in a hopeleſs Deſire, or the other 
in ſeeing themſelves fo far out-rival'd. Nature 
never form'd Features more compleatly lovely than 
thoſe of this Fair indiſpos d, all the Graces ſeemd 
aſſembled in her Countenance,---a thouſand dim- 
pled Charms play'd round her lovely Mouth, —a 
| thouſand little Loves laugh'd in her ſhining Eyes, 
| the Delicacy of her Complexion exceeded all com- | 
; pariſon, —her Neck, her Breaits, her fine propor- 
tion'd Hands and Arms, - there was no part of her 14 
expos d to view, that did not diſcover a Beauty pe- 1 
| culiar to itſelf. — Ihe little Confuſion and thoſe 
modeſt Bluſnes which attended it, added fomewnat | 
to the Luſtre of her native Charms: ſhe thank d all F 
thofe who had been aiding to her Recovery, with | 
a Voice fo full of Harmony, and a Look fo ſweet- 1 
ly innocent, that it had a wonderful effect on all : 
but Don iu xs, whoſe Heart was eafily ſet on 
fire by the ſight of the leaſt Kindling Beauty, cou'd 
not behold Perfection, ſuch as hers, Without feel- 
ing an excets of that Paſſion it was created to in- 
ſpire; former Sueceſſes gave him a greater bold- 
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neſs than is ordinarily the confequence of Love.— 1 
He was too well acquainted with his own Power of [309 
plealing, to ſuffer throꝰ a ſear to oflend; and while | | | 
che others bow d and retir d at a becoming diſtance, FI 

| 


r 


that ſhe might ha ve leave to recover thoſe diforders, 
which her late Swoon, and the Shame for being ſo 
(urpriz'd, had thrown her in; he fill continued 
holding her in his Arms, 8 himſelf for 9 
0; 


— 


e e OOITIER 
- Sk. es 


— oe, Tone —_ 2 * - 


. _ "WIR e 


— — 1 


* 


| (10) 
ſo, by telling her he fear'd ſhe was not yet per- 
fectly well, and that he could not conſent to leave 
her without ſupport, till he was aſſur'd ſhe was 


entirely paſt danger of a Relapſe. The Poet ſays, 


. lu Love there is a Time, 
hen dull Obedience is the greateſt Crime, 


Tho' this Lady entreated and ftruggled to get 
looſe, he eafily read in herEyes, thoſe infallible Be- 
trayers of the Heart, that he did not diſoblige her 
wrefuſing her Requeſt : He entertain'd her with ſo 
much Wit and Gallantry, and the appearance of ſo 
violent a Paſſion, that ſhe, who was by nature 
pretty amorous, and eaſy to receive an Impreſſion, 
could not fail a ſuſceptibility of Charms, which 
there are very few in the World to equalize. She 
had often heard of Doux Nx us, had ſeen him at a 
diſtance, and 'tis probable wiſh'd to be addreſs'd 
by him in the manner ſhe now was: She had not 
artifice enough to diſguize the Pleaſure ſhe took in 
his Converſation, from a Penetration ſo nice, and 
ſo experieac'd as his. He made his Advantage of 
thoſe Glances which ſhe could not reſtrain, and 
deſirous of being inform'd of what Character and 
Circumſtances ſhe was, made uſe of all his Eloquence 
to perſuade her to permit him to accompany her 
home. Had ſhe had any real Scruples to oppoſe what 
he requeſted, he had Wit enough to find Argu- 
ments againſt them; but as ſhe had none but ſuch 
as were in ſpir d only by a fear of appearing too free, 
and conſequently but faintly urged, was not long 
before ſhe ſuffer d herſelf tobe prevail d on, to grant 
what perhaps ſhe wiſh'd with no leſs Ardency than 
him who ask'd it. Two Chairs were immediately 
call d, and he had the Satisfaction of publickly tri- | 
umphing o'er a Number who wiſh'd to be in his 
place, as in his own Thoughts he doubted = of 

oing 


| 


6 
doing ſo in private, over all thoſe Scruples, Vir- 
tue, Fear, or Honour, might raiſe in her Brea, 
to the prejudice of his Deſire. 

Being come to her Houſe, (which was a very 
handſome and well-furniſh'd one) the Obligations 
ſhe lay under for the care he had taken of her, ſerv'd 
as an excuſe for the extraordinary Reception ſhe 
gave him. There was nothing the Seaſon afforded 
of rich, and rare, but ſhe order'd for his Enter- 
tainment ; and he eaſily had the Addreſs to draw 
from her in Converſation ſo much of her Affairs, as 
to know ſhe was a Widow, and liv'd wholly inde- 

ndent on the Favour of any Relation whatever. 
This Information not a little pleas'd him,there was 
no danger of any Father or Husband to interpoſe 
between him and his Deſigns; all he had to appre- 
hend, was, that as they both were ſingle, ſhe might 
expect that were he really poſſeſs'd of that Paſſion 
he would have her believe, he would make Over- 
tures of a different nature to thoſe he ever had done 
to any, and which, as lovely as he thought her, 
were no way agreeable to his Humour.-As he was 
perfectly acquainted with the World, and in parti- 
cular with the Foibles, Paſſions, and Inadvertencies 
of the Fair Sex; he thought the ſureſt Method of 
ſucceeding in ſuch a Caſe, was not to give her time 
for Reſiedhion, He therefore preſs'd her with all 
thoſe ſoft undoing Inſinuations, thoſe melting Ten- 
dernefles, thoſe ſeducing Arts which Deſire never 
falls to inſtruct.— Few Men, how dull and ſtupid 
ſoever they appear in other things, but have Arti- 
fice enough this way: But DoRI xx Ns, as he had 

a ſhare of Wit infinitely ſuperior to moſt of his 
Sex, ſo he had alſo a Face and a Perſon which ren- 
der'd the Blandiſhments he made uſe of more 
gracetul and perſuaſive : All Eyes become not 


Lore; ſome, 1nſtead of the impreſſive Languiſhs 


ment they would aſſume, degenerate into a heavy 
B 2 Dulneſs, 
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Nulneſs, rather forbidding than exciting the Paſ- 
ſion they would rajſe ; but his, whatever Air they 
wore, were always charming !——whether the gay 
Delights of Hope revell'd in their Glances, or 
trembling Doubt aw'd their contracted Fires in 
down-caft Languiſhment whether they ſeem'd 
to triumph or beſeech, they were inchancing ſtill! 
every kind of Look tranſporting | 
Vaſt was their Power, and numberleſs the Con- 

queſts they had gain'd !—Darixnpa (for fo ſhall 1 
call the preſent Victim of their force) had not Ar- 

uments ſufficient to confute the Strenuouſneſs of 
thoſe he urg'd, and even Reaſon ſeem'd to take 
the part of Love. In fine, that very Night he 
compleated his Conqueſt, and got poſſeſſion of all 
the Joys the glorious Prize could give.-- The God 
of tender Inſpirations with Pleaſure beheld the Sa- 
erifice was made him, and bleſt the amorous Pair 
with doubled Vigour, and uncommon Raprture,--- 
The happy Doxtxvs confeſs'd a Tranſport be- 
yond what he e'er felt before, and the unrepent- 
ing Fair avow'd her lovely Conqueror's unequal'd 
extent cf cliarming. | 
Both were to highly ſatisfy'd with each other, 
that I know no way to make the Reader ſo truly 
ſenſible of it, as to repeat a few Lines which Do- 
RIMENUS, Who at ſome tines was very poetically 
znclin'd, writ on the Tranſactions of this Night 
and happen d a few days after to ſhew, to ſome © 
his Friends, which to the beſt of my Remembrance 
run thus: | ut 


An amorous Pair with mutual Il armut. inſpir'd, 
Alike deſiring, and alike defir'd, 

Claſp'd in each other's Arms, reſv14'd to know 
Thi extremeſt Bliſs which Nature can beſtorv ; 
Love made the Banquet, each a hungry Gueſ#, 

With greedineſs devour'd the luſcicus Feafl ' 


(713) 
While their full Eyes with Extaſy run Cer, 
Enjoying all, yet craving till for more! 
Joys too ſublime fer Language to expreſs, 
And which even Thought itſelf muſt render leſs. 


*Tis certain that for a time they had for each 
other, Charms which they imagin'd were not to be 
found elſewhere ; ſhe really doated on him with a 
Tranſcendency of Paſſion, and he, tho' ever ac- 
counted the moſt roving and inconſtant of his Sex, 
prefer d the Conqueſt of her Heart, to all the o- 
thers he had made, not only becauſe it was the 
laſt, but alſo that when he conſulted his Judg- 
ment, he knew of none that had the thouſandth 
part of her Merit. For ſome Months he devoted 
himſelf entirely to her, and in all probability ſhe 
might much longer have continu'd the reigning 
Miſtreſs of his Soul, had ſhe not herſelf been ac- 
ceflary to her own Misfortune, by a Miſmanage- 
ment, which thoſe who love, as ſhe did, to Mad- 
nels, can hardly avoid falling into.-- There is no- 
thing in the world more difficult, than to forbear 
talking of that on which our Thoughts are con- 
tinually employ'd; and as the Idea of her beloy'd 
Doklukxus was never from her Mind, no Con- 
verſation was pleaſing in which he had not a 
part.— Whatever E 
in, ſhe always found ſome Pretence to make him 
the Theme of her Diſcourſe, and even among thoſe 
who were the greateſt Strangers to him, would 
invent ſome way to introduce his Name. Bur 
all this fell ſhort of the Satisfaction ſhe wanted: 
Her Soul, full of his Charms, wild twixt Deſire 
and Tranſport, could not contain the yaſt Ex- 
ceſs.— She long'd to impart the mighty Bliſs ; 
ſhe panted to pour out the grerwhelming Tranſs 
port. | 


Phr- 


ompany ſhe happer'd to be 
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Parrzcra, a young Lady, on whoſe Wit, Ge- 
neroſity, and Good-nature, ſhe had an entire de- 
pendence, was the Perſon ſhe made choice of to be 
intruſted with the dear burthen of this Secret; and 
while ſhe related to her the Particulars of her Hap- 
2 felt in the delicious Repreſentation, a Plea- 
ure, perhaps, not much inferiour to that which 
the Reality afforded. Having brought herſelf to 
make this Confidance, ſhe no ſooner parted from 
his Embraces, than ſhe flew to her fair F riend, gave 
her the whole Hiſtory of what had paſs d between 
them repeated every tender Word he ſpoke - not 
the leaſt fond Endearment was forgot - deſcribed 
his Looks his melting Preſſures— his Ardors! — 
his Impariences ! his Extaſies ! — his Languiſh- 
ments! — eadeavour'd to make her ſenſible how 
different he was from other Lovers! — how much 
beyond his Sex! with what a Godlike Sublimity 
of Paſſion he ador'd her! — and, what was more 
prodigious than the reſt, aſſur d her, that each 
Enjoyment but encreaſed Deſire. 8 

Pur ECrA, who had herſelf ſuffer d much by Love, 
and the Ingratitude of a Man who had deceived 
her with Profeſſions of much the ſame nature with 
thoſe her Friend ſeem'd now ſo certain were ſin- 
cere, liſten'd to her at firſt only with Compaſſion, 

not doubting but that in a very little time ſhe 
ſhould hear from her as many Expreſſions of Com- 

laint as now ſhe did of Rapture But Pity wear- 
ing off, by being at length brought to believe 'twas 
needleſs; a diferent Pa. ſſion roſe in its ſtead : ſhe 
began to envy the Happineſs of her Friend——— 
ſince her own Deception, ſhe had not believ'd 
there was ſuch a thing as Conſtancy in Man, would. 
never encourage any Addreſſes chat were offer d 
her—had retir'd herſelf from Company ; and hav- 
ng with a vaſt deal ot Pain, at laſt fer free her 

7 


nd from a Paſſion which had been ſo deſtructive 
| | to 


(15) 

to her Peace, deſpis'd the Effects ſhe ſaw of it in 
others. — But now to hear daily thoſe luſcious 
Deſcriptions of continu'd Ardors to read his 
Letters, and to find that ſtill the laſt was more 
endearing than the former, gave her, as ſhe ima- 
gin'd, ſufficient Reaſon to complain of the Severity 
of her own Fate, which permitted her not to have 
known thoſe Joys which ariſe from the Proof of 
reciprocal Affection. 

She had never ſeen DohIux Nus, but was perfect- 
ly well acquainted with his Character, and was 
therefore the more ſurpriz d that a Man whom all 
the World talk'd of as the handſomeſt, wittieſt, 
and moſt inconitant of the Sex, ſhould now confine 
himſelf to one who, in her Opinion, was far from 
meriting it from him.—DaLixpa indeed (would 
ſhe cry to herſelf) has Beauty, buc there are other 
Women as agreeable in their Perſons, and infinite- 
ly more ſo in their Converſation, that have not 
met with ſo grateful a Return. I cannot think 
what he ſees in her —ſhe has nothing but a Face 
to recommend her—ſhe has no Wit every thing 
ſhe ſays is trifling—all her Notions are poor and 
infignificant—and I am certain has not Delicacy 
enough of Soul to be capable to any degree of that 
Paſſion ſhe ſeems ſo fond of profeſſing She may 
like, but *tis impoſſible ſhe ſhould /ove. 

It was not that PII BCA was naturally addicted 
to Detraction, or that ſhe had too good an opinion 
of her own Merits, not to think favourably of thoſe 
of another : for, excepting the Beauty of her Per- 
fon, ſhe was in reality every way ſuperiour to Da- 
LINDA, and inferring from that Judgment that 
Doaiux Nus look d no farther than the exteriour 
part, could not believe him a Man of that Nicety 


ſhe had heard him fam'd for. 


flected on his manner of Writing, {he was con- 
vinc'd he had an uncommon ſhare of Wit: bur 
then, 


When ſhe re- | 
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(16) 
then, when ſhe conſider d how little the other 
was capable of anſwering his Letters, ſhe knew 
not how he could reconcile to his good Senſe the 
ſending them. 

The Arguments ſhe made uſe of, for and againſt 
him in her Mind, raiſed at length a prodigious de- 
fire to entertain him : ſhe fancied rhat if ſhe had 
an opportunity of talking ro him half an hour, 
ſhe ſhould be able to form a more exact Judgment 
of his Sentiments, and Humour, than all ſhe could 
gather from Deſcription. She told Daiinoa ſhe 
had a Curioſity of feeing her Lover, and deſir d 
ſhe might be admitted to come, as by Accident, 
to viſit her ſome day when he was with her; but 
as indifferent an opinion as ſhe had of this Lady's 
Underſtanding, ſhe found it not fo eaſy to prevail 
on her to grant this Requeſt, as ſhe bad imagin'd * 
In fpite of that Knowledge moſt Women have of 
their own Perſections, ſhe doubted their Force, in 
the preſence of one who had ſo many, tho” of a 
different ſort from thoſe ſhe was miſtreſs of. 

If PIT rA had a leſs delicate Complexion or 
Features not altogether caſt in fo fine a Mould, there 
was ſomething to irreſiſtibly engaging in her Eyes, 
as well ſupplied all other Wants; beſides, ſhe had 
a Shape the moſt exquiſite that could be, and vas 


the genteeleſt Woman in the World. — Then tor 


her Converſation, it was ſuch, that there was 
ſcarce a Poſſibility of quitting it, without a wiſh 
to re- enjoy. All theſe Charms conſider d, the 
other muſt have been more weak than ſhe was 
thought to be, if ſhe had introduced the Per ſon 
poſleſ{s'd of them to the Man ſhe lov'd, and who 


ſhe was jenſible had ſo true a Taſte of Wit: ſhe. 


wouid not, however, abſolutely refuſe her, but 
evaded what ſhe ask d in as artful and obliging 4 
manner as the could. But Pin ECA eatily per- 
cew'd ic was not by her means ſhe ſhould ever 
have 


3 C273 | 
have her Curioſity ſatisfyd, and therefore forbore 
repeating her Requeſt, unleſs ſometimes to gratify 
her Spleen, by putting the other to the pain of in- 
venting Excuſes, which ſhe knew ſhe was not very 
ready at. 15 

The Inclination ſhe had before of ſeeing and 
ſpeaking to him, now growing ſtronger by being 
oppos'd, ſhe reſolv'd to accompliſh it ſome way or 
other; and DALI Nx DA, according to cuftom, fall 
continuing to inform her of all that pafs d be- 
tween them, one day told her he had made her 
a Preſent of a Ticket for the MasqQueraps: A 
Stratagem came preſently in her head, which 
ſecm'd to aſſure her of Succeſs.— Sheenquir'd 
in a careleſs manner, and fo as con'd not be taken 
to have any deſign in it, what Hour ſhe was to 
go, what Habits both were to wear, and whe= 
ther they went together from her Houſe, and were 
to meet at the MasquERA DR, or any other Place; 
and being fully inform'd of every thing ſhe wanted 
to know, told her ſhe had an acquaintance who 
was the moſt artful Creature in the Word in dreſ- 
ſing Ladies for that Diverſion ; and that if ſhe 
pleaſed, ſhe would ſend her. 

The other joy ſully accepted of the Offer, being 


willing to appear as amiable as ſhe could in alt 


Dreſſes in the Eyes of Doxztmunxus. The appointed 
Day and Hour arriv'd, and PII ECA fail'd not of 
ſending a Perſon to aſſiſt her in equipping her, 
as ſhe had promis'd.— This was a Creature of her 
own, whom ſhe recommended, and under the 


pretence of ſerving, was to delay the time. In 


the mean while, ſhe dreſſed herſelf in a Habit, in 
every thing exactly the {ame with that which Da- 


LINDA had told her ſhe was to wear; and being 


inform'd by her of the direct Hour ſhe had ap- 
inted to meet him in, tock care to be there 
early enough. She ſoon diftinguiſh'd the charm- 
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ing Þanizrd, (for it was in that Diſguiſe that het 


unthinking Friend told her he was to be) and he 
as ſoon found his DALINx DA (as he thought) in a 


neat Indian Slave. — He ran to her, and caught 
her in his Arms, (the freedom of that Place allow- 
ing that Familiarity) which ſhe receiv'd in a man- 
ner becoming the Perſon he took her for, reſolving 
ſtill to act the Part ſhe had begun, till Neceſſity 
ſhould oblige her .to confeſs the Counterfeit. 

His Behaviour, and the tender and obliging 
things he ſaid, made her know Dal lx DA had not 
boaſted of the Fower ſhe had over him, without 


ſome reaſon; and that if he did not in reality 


love her, he ſo well feign'd the Paſſion, that a 
Woman of more Diſcernment than ſhe was miſ- 
treſs of, might have been deceiv'd by ir. But ſhe 
had not an opportunity of diſcovering ſo much of 
his manner of Converſation as ſhe expected. He 
took a ſudden fancy in his Head of going home, 
and all ſhe could ſay to prevail on him to the con- 
trary, was ineffectual: He told her he found him- 
ſelf a little diſorder d on the ſudden; that he was 
certain the Noiſe, Heat, and Confuſion of the place 
they were in, would be far from affording him 
any Relief, and that he would go with her to her 
Houſe, and paſs the remainder of the Evening 
there. He ſo little expected 2 Refuſal from 


her, that he order'd Chairs, and had almoſt forc'd 


her into one before the recover'd Preſence enough 
of Mind to think waar ſhe had beſt do--—and in 
the hurry of the Apprehenſion of being carry'd to 
Darrxva's, and all her Contrivance betray'd,pluck'd 
off her Mask, and let him ſce his Miſtake. 

Both ſtood confounded for ſome Moments He, 
thro* ſurprize for what reaſon ſhe had no ſooner 
convincd him of it; and ſhe, thro*' tne Confuſion 
of her Thoughts, what excuſe to make for having 


done lo. She, however, was the firſt who 
over- 


( 19 ) 

overcame it, and aſſuming as gay an Air as poſſible; 
——You ſee, Sir, ſaid he. how impoſſible it is for 
you to do any thing in private; not all your Cau- 
tion to preſerve the Honour of Darivoa, cou'd 
prevent a Woman, who ſuſpected your Amour, 

m detecting vou too plainly for a Denial. If 
*rwere poſſible, Madam, anſwer'd he, for your Cu- 
rioſity to be as diligent, as your Eyes and Wit are 


penetrating, I ſhould not wonder it you made diſ- 


coveries of Secrets infinirely more conceal'd than 
this.— But, continued he, (taking her Hand, and 
kiſſing it, in ſpite of her Efforts to hinder him) 
ſince, whether by Deſign or Chance, you are in 
poſſeſſion of my Secret, in juſtice to myſelf, I can 
do no other than endeavour to be Maſter of Durs; 
at leaſt, ſo far as to know the Name of my Confi- 
dant, and where I may wait on her to conjure her 
to preſerve it. Truſt to my Generoſity for that, 
reſam d ſhe, ſtruggling to get from him. On any other 
Score, I will, return d he, holding her more faſt; but 
not in this, by Heaven: nor will I give you ſo ju 

a cauſe for Ridicule, as the parting from you thus 
unſatisſy'd would be. — Nothing can be more im- 
poſſible than that ſhe would have been able to have 
elcaped, without letting him into the whole Affair, 


if Datixpa had not that moment approach'd the 


lace. After all the Delays, and artful Impedi- 
ments with which Pr ScTAS Emiſſary had kept 
her from interrupting them, ſhe was at laſt got 
there, where the firſt Perſon ſhe ſaw, was her dear 
Don, employ'd in this manner. As much taken 
up as PEFC was, ſhe preſently perceiv'd her, 
and forcing one of her Hands from him, was lucky 
enough to get on her Mask before the other came 
near enough to diſcover who ſhe was.—— Look 
round, chi ſhe, and take care you have not a 
Witneſs of what you are doing, whoſe Upbraid- 
ings will be more deſtructive to your Peace, than 
2 _ 
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any Diſcoveries I ſhall. be able to make. She had 
ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, when DALIN DA com- 
ing up to him, and giving him a little Blow on the 
Shoulder with her Fan, cry'd, Tis well, Sir; I 


find you are of too active a Diſpoſition to let a 
moment paſs without its buſineſs. The manner in 


Woe 


which this was ſpoke, left him no room to doubt 


that this laſt was really DAI IN DA, and in the ſud- 
den ſurprize of being caught at ſuch a JIuncture, 
let go the Hand he had kept Priſoner, and Pi- 
LECTA ſlipt thro' the Crowd, and got into a Chair 
without Aer He did not attempt to ſtay 
her, for though he would almoſt have given a Limb 
to have known who ſhe was, he had more Good- 
nature, and Complaiſance for the other, than to 
make any offer of purſuing her. It is not to be 
doubted, but that Datixpa ask d all thoſe Que- 
ſtions which this Adventure render'd excufable ; 
but he was as much to ſeek for the Meaning of it 
as ſhe, and only telling her the truth of the Miſ- 
take he had been betray'd into by rhe likeneſs of 
their Dreſs, eas d her of great part of thoſe jealous 
Fears ſhe was at firit fight of them poſſeſs'd with; 
and purſuing the Inclination he had of going home 
with her, they paſt that Night as they had done 
many former ones. 

When PriLEcTa was come home, and had the 
berty of contemplating on this Affair, ſhe was far 
from being ſo well contented with what ſhe had done, 
as the imagin'd ſhe ſhould have been.— Her Curi- 
ofity, or at leaft the yet knew ſo little of herſelf, as 
to imagine, it was thar alone which prompted her 
to take theſe Meaſures, was yet unſatisfied ſhe 
had ſeen Dozxintxus, and had talk'd to him, and 
was convinc'd that he was a Man of fine Figure, 
and fine Senſe ; ſhe cou'd not help acknowledging 
alſo, that the Tendernefs with which he accoſted 


her while he took her for Dal ix DA, in part ex- 
cuſed 


(21) 
cuſed the Paſſion that Lady had for him, but ſtill 
ſhe wanted to know ſomething more, which if ſhe 
had a ſecond Opportunity of talking to him, ſhe 
fancy'd ſhe ſhou'd be able to find out. She 
curs'd the Interruption which had broke off their 
Converſation, cho it was che only means which 
could have prevented his diſcovering who ſhe 
was. [n fine, ſhe was in Love, — was 
charm'd with him to an infinite degree, without 
being ſenſible that ſhe was ſo; — and while ſhe 
languiſh'd for a ſecond Interview, believ'd the Un- 
eaſineſs ſhe ſelt, no more than the effect of a Curio- 


ſity ungratify*d.—— Small was the Repoſe ſhe took 


that Night ; and to add tothe Perturbations of her 
Mind, Dartirva in the Morning came to viſit her; 
told her, ſhe but that Moment was riſen from the 
Arms of her Charmer, and as ſhe uſed to do, rela- 
ted to her all the Paſſages of his Behaviour: am 

the reſt, ſhe told her laughing, of the pleaſant Mit 
take he had made in Addreſſing another Lady for 
her, and that he cou'd not be perſuaded it was any 
other, till ſhe appear d in reality, and undeceiv d 
him. What, cy 4 Prkcrà, interrupting her, then 
he did not ſee her Face? No, anſwer' d the other, 
moſt certainly he did not; for if he had, he would 
{ooner have been convinc'd of his Error, and neither 


have given himſelf the Trouble, nor been ſo un- 


mannerly to a Stranger, as to have engag'd her in 
the manner I ſurpriz'd him. Lou may poſſibly be 
deceived, Madam ! reſumed PHI CTA, a little pee- 
wiſply, all the World allows him to be a Man of 
Gallantry, — and if he had ſeen the Lady's Face, 
perhaps there might be nothing there difagreeable 
enough, to make him think it not worth his while 


to endeavour to engage her.— Lord! my Dear, re- 


Plyd the other, you are ſtrangely cruel, to put ſuch 
things into one's head: —but I don't much regard 


what you ſay,—you are a Foe profeſs'd to the Sex, 


and 
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and will not believe there is one among them wor- 
thy of a Woman's Affection. Not for his Conſtan- 
—— Jaid PII ETA; and tho I do not know 

RIM E NVs, I believe he has as little of that Vir- 
tue as the reſt of his Specie. You would be of ano- 
ther Opinion, anſwered ſhe, if you had ſeen his Be- 
haviour laſt Night, I never faw him ſo Thought- 
ful, fo Chagrin, ſo Dull; all I could ſay or do, had 
not the power to divert him: and this for no other 
Reaſon, than becauſe I ſeemed to ſuſpect the Truth 
of what he told me concerning the Miſtake.—Ir 
would be impoſſible to deſcribe the Pleaſure theſe 
Words created in Pil ETA Soul; ſhe preſently 
imagin'd his Melancholy proceeded from another 
Cauſe than that which he pretended, doubted not 
but he fretted at the hindrance ſhe had been to his 
commencing an Acquaintance with a Woman who 
had not ſeemed unworthy of it, and grew more 
eaſy as ſhe thought he grew the contrary. They 
had a great deal more Chat to the ſame purpoſe, 
and many things that DaIIN DA ſaid, PHIL EC TA took 
to her advantage, others the reverſe. She was al- 
together unable to form any direct Judgment of his 
Sentiments, and Curioſity having now a new and 
more vigorous Incentive than before, ſhe reſolv d 


to be ſatisfy'd, and try him to the utmoſt, what- 
ever ſhould be the Confequence.—In this deftruc- 


tive, and to herſelf unquiet Diſpoſition, did ſhe 
paſs ſome days, not knowing what Courſe to take 
to compaſs her Wiſhes; till the unwary Datinoa 
happening to tell her ſhe expected him at ſuch a 
time, put a Stratagem into her head, which till 
then ſhe had never thought of : — She rook Pen 
and Paper, and counterfeiting as near as ſhe cou'd 
the Character of the happy DaLinpa, writ to him 
in this manner. | 


To 
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To DORIME NLS. 


Relation being come out of the Country with a defign 


to paſs ſome days with me, makes it wholly i 
per for me to ſee you at home, but ſhall be glad to meet 
you at the appointed Hour, at the Houſe of M.. 
in St. --—— Street; I have a particular Friend lodges 
there, enquire for Phil rA, and you will find, 


Your moſt Paſſionate 


and Faithful 


DALIN DA. 


She had play'd the Counterfeit ſo well, that 
*twas ſcarce poſſible for the moſt diſcerning Eye to 
have diſcover'd the difference of the Hand. 
Dorximexvus was entirely deceiv'd by it, and imme- 
diately ſeat an Anſwer by the Bearer, that he wou'd 
not fail to be there at the time. 

Had PRIITGrA ask'd herſelf the Queſtion, when 
the Hour of his Approach drew near, her beating 
Heart had ſoon inform'd her it was to ſomething 
more than Curioſity ſhe ow'd her preſent Agita- 
tions ; but not all her good Senſe, not all her for- 


mer Experience of the Paſſion ſhe was now again - 


offeſs'd of, had yet once reminded her, that ſhe 


' took all this pains for 2 thing more than to 


triumph over the Tenaciouſneſs of Dali Na, and 
to have the pleaſure of rallying her a little for her 
imaginary Security, or at the moſt, that it pro- 
ceeded from a bare liking of his Converſation, and 
a humour of amuſing herſelf at a time, when ſhe 
had nothing elſe ro do. But as much unacquainted 
as ſhe was with the true ſtate of her own Wiſhes, 
ſhe left nothing undone that ſhe thought would be 
to the advantage of her appearing well in the, Eyes 


of 


( 24 ) 
of Doxiuenus,—her Chambermaid and her Glaſs 
were all the Company ſhe admitted that day 
a thouſand and a thouſand times were the Patches 
ac d, alter d, and replac'd, —the Poſition of the 
urls as often chang'd——now this, anon that Fa- 
ſhion ſhe thought moſt becoming.—Sometimes one 
ſort of Glance, then it's contrary ſeem'd the likelieſt 


to attract and ſhe remain'd unfix*d in Determi- 


nation, how ſhe ſhou'd Look, or Speak, or Act, 
when ſhe was told he was enquiring for her— 
*Tis probable indeed, that at fight of him, ſhe for- 
got all the little Arts ſhe had been practiſing, and 
receiv d him with an Air purely Natural; but 
whatever it was, it had ſomething in it, which, as 
he afterwards confeſs d, was infinitely more enga- 
ging than any thing he had ever ſeen. To tind in the 
Friend and Confidant of Datixpa, the Woman 
whom he had attack'd in ſo particular a manner 
at the MasqQurraps, and whom ſince he had ſeen 


he never ceas'd to wiſh for, as an Acquaintance of 


a difierent nature than what he now had reaſon to 
hope, gave him a mixture of Surprize, Joy, and 
Concern : He rejoiced at an Opportunity of being 
in her Company, but was heartily vexed at the 
Occaſion, which he expected wou'd not only bring 
on a ſpeedy Interruption, but alſo take from him 
the means of ever being able to addreſs her in the 
manner he deſir d; — the Confuſion of his Thoughts 
did not however deprive him of the power of ma- 
king her a great maay well-order'd Compliments 
on this unlook*d-for Happineſs, which ſhe return'd 
in ſuch a faſhion, as confirm'd him: in the opinion he 
had before conceiv'd of her Wit and ar d 
After a pretty deal of Converſation on ordinary 
Subjects, Pil Ec looking on her Watch, ſeem d 
to expreſs ſome wonder that Dal I Nx DA tarry'd ſo 


long: The time, ſaid ſhe, in which ſhe appointed 


to be here, is more than an hour fince elaps'd ; but 
1 


(25) 

I ſuppoſe, ſhe is perfectly ſatisfied of the Strength 
of her Intereſt in the Perſon who waits for her, or 
ſhe wou'd not run ſo great a Riſque of diſobliging 
him, by leaving him to Converſation, no way ca- 
pable of entertaining him. Whether this Lady had 
any other deſign in ſpeaking theſe words, than to 
prevent him from any ſuſpicion ot the Plot ſhe had 
laid to bring him there, is uncertain: but they 
feem'd fo fit a handle for him to begin a Diſcourſe, 
he knew not till then to bring about, that he cou'd 
not let it ſlip without having been as ſtupid, as he 
was really the reverſe. I know not Madam ! an- 
fwered he, (bowing in the moſt reſpe&tul manner) 
what Excuſe ſhe will be able to make to you in- 
deed, for impoſing on your Good-Nature this task of 
Civility to a Man, whom your Judgment muſt in- 
form you is, for many reaſons, ſtrangely unworthy 
of it. For my part, the Bleſſing I am poſſeſs d 
of by her means, wou'd be too great, did not 
the cauſe, by which it is procur'd, allay it 
Yes Charming Partzcrta, continued he, ( after a 
little pauſe, and looking on her with the moſt 
tender and beſeeching Air) I confeſs myſelf in 
this both Ambitious and Ungrateful,. tho to be 
admitted to gaze on your adorable Eyes to liſten 


to the Wonders of your Wit Hand to have fo neat - 


a view of all your Heaven of Beauties, fills my 
whole Soul with Joy unutterable; yet I am not 
content, — O! were I allow'd this privilege by 
your kindneſs, had I but merits to deſerve that 
favour, or did your good opinion enhance the value 
of what 1 am maſter of, how truly bleſt were my 
Condition ho cou'd I ever, rapt in immortal 
Extaſys, dwell on this Hand, —devour it with my 
cager Kifles, and Here Püftscra, who from 
the moment ſhe perceiv'd the aim of his Diſcourſe, 
had been kept irom interrupting him only by the 
Confuſion of her Thoughts, now recover'd pre- 
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ſence of mind enough to prevent his doing as he 
ſaid ; and ſnatching away her Hand, Whatever 
ous opinion I had entertain'd of you (cry'd ſhe) 
uch a Behaviour is the way to forfeit it; nor 
wou'd you treat me in this faſhion, had you not 
the molt indifferent one of me.——Bur, added ſbe, 
(abating ſomewhat of that ſeverity which ſhe had 
aſſum'd when ſhe began to ſpeak) the Weakneſs 
which is too ordinarily diſcover'd in my Sex, in 
part excuſes your proceeding. I am ſenſible there 
are not a few of us who cannot be alone with one 
of yours, without expecting an Addreſs of the na- 
ture you wou'd make to me. Nay, nay, ve 
join d ſhe, (perceiving he was about to offer ſome- 
thing in objection to what ſhe ſaid) I have men- 
tion'd the only undeniable reaſon of your Applica- 
tion, —there cannot be another found, —for I am 
eertain the enamour d DNozimEnvus is too well vers'd 
in what will pleaſe DaLINS DA, to ſtand in need of 
practiſing his Leſſon on any other Woman; or if 
he did, it wou'd not be her Friend PtuLEcra he 
wou'd make his Property,—-As much Courage as 
he uſually had in theſe Attacks, as ſucceſsful as 
he had ever been, he was almoſt at a loſs how to 
proceed with a Lady who he found fo well ſurniſh'd 
with Weapons of Detence ; and if he had not been 
inform'd by ſome tell-tale Cupids in her Eyes, which 
now and then flew out with tender Meilages, that 
he had a Friend within, might probably have gi- 
ven over both the Hope and the Attempt of Van- 
guiihing. 

But thus embolden'd, he proſecuted his Deſign 
with all the Artifce of tempting Paſſion knelt, 
ſigh'd, begg'd, and {wore—faid all that the moſt 
burning, raging Love could ſuggeſt, or Wit and 
Eloquence find Words for No Interruption hap- 
pening (for ſhe had order'd to be deny'd, whoever 
came) Hour after Hour paſs'd on in this Employ- 
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ment, and not a Moment flew without ſome new 


Invention to urge his Paſſion, and to heighten hers. 
She was, notwithſtanding what ſhe endur'd in the 


conſtraint, ſo much on her Guard, as not to let fall 


even a Word that might give him hope. 

She would not truſt her own Power of reaſoning, 
ſo far as to enter into any Argument with him, bur 
on the ſcore of Datinoa; and whenever he con- 
jur'd her to pity what he felt, ſhe reminded him 
what *twas he ow'd to her who had given him the 
higheſt Proots of compaſſion. He could ſay no- 
thing to her, but what ſhe anſwer'd with the name 
of Dali pA As the Affair was, he had indeed a 
nice Game to play, and ir requir'd all the fine 
Senſe and artful Sophiſtry he was maſter of, to 
ſollicite Favours from the one, without appearing 
guilty of an Ingratitude for thoſe he had receiv d 
from the other, which might juſtly render his 
Suit of no effect; tho” it is very much to be 
wonder at, that that Paſſion which had promp- 
ted her co rake lo much pains to engage him, and 
which, while he was preſſing her, ſwell'd in her 
ſtruggling Heart, and almoſt crack'd the Strings 
that held it, did not in ſpite of her burſt out, dif- 
cloſe the God, and ſhow its Force above the taint 
Controul of Reaſon. 

Bur Dozimtxus was not always to triumph at 


firſt fight ; he could not find a Dai.ixpa in PHI 


LECTA : as ſhe knew better how to love, ſhe alſo 
knew better how to govern it; and the Time being 
arrived, in which, to be conſiſtent with good Man- 
ners and Decency,he mult be obliged to take l;zave, 
all he could obtain from her at parting was, her 
Fermiſſion to wait on her again the next day; and 
that only, as ſhe pretended that ſhe might inform 
him of Datinpa, who ſhe told him ſhe wou!'l fee 
in the Morning, and know the Cauſe which had 
detain'd her from coming to the Appointment 
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It muſt be only a Soul poſleſs'd of the ſtricteſt 
Virine and moſt violent Defire, that can form any 
juſt Idea of what the poor Puilecra ſuffer'd in ſo 
exemplary a Selt-denial.—— Never Woman lov'd 
with a greater Tranſcendency of Paſſion.— Never 
Woman was preſs'd to obey the Dictates of her 
own Inclinations with more Subtilty, and Vigour; 
yet never Woman reſiſted with a ſuperiour For- 
titude.—The Pangs ſhe endur'd, were made more 
ſharp by a Reflection thar ſhe owed them to her- 
ſelf, and when ſhe confider'd how eaſy, how tran- 
qui her Thoughts were before ſhe ſaw Dou us; 
it was With the ſevereſt Cenſure ſhe exclaim'd a- 
gainſt that Curioſity which had fo tar betray'd her. 
— She was now no longer inſenſible by what Paſſion 
ſhe had been {way'd to wiſh a ſecond Interview.— 
She found ſhe lov'd him with an extravagance of 
Dotage,—-lov'd him to a degree beyond what ſhe 
had felt before, even tho? the breaking it off had 
very near coſt her her Life, and trembled: to think 
what the Conſequences might be of this ſecond, 
and more violent Inclination.—She was not ſure 
ihe ſhould always be able to retuſe the melting 
Preſſures of this dangerous Charmer.—She fear'd 
the Effects of a Deſire ſo wild and ungovernable-— 
anc juſtly doubted the Force ot Reaſon, : | 

Whar could ſhe do, what could ſhe reſolve, 
thus tortur'd, thus torn berwixt the ſierceſt Op- 

ofites ;—yet not even in a Thought tranſgreſſing 
3 She at laſt determin'd never to ſee him 
more -— No, ſaid ſbe to h-rfelf, all charming as he 
is, tho” my Eyes can know no Joy but looking on 
him, nor my Ears but in Attention to his harmo- 
nious Tongue; tho“ every Senſe is full of his Per- 
fections, and have no caſte for any other Pleaſure, 
they ſhall no more be truſted with the fatal Tranſ- 
ſport— Virtue, Honour, Religion, Reputation are 
at ſtake, and all cry out, No more indulge the ruinous 


Defire / 4 


7 . 


Deſire. h the deſtruſtive Graces of the lovely, 
the tog engaging Dokimtnus—+—rather let me die than 
give a looſe to a Paſſion ſo pernicious to every thing that 
' ought to be dear or valuable. 

With this Reſolution ſke gave a ſtrict Charge to 
her Servant to ſay ſhe was nor at home—but ſhe 
had no ſooner ſpoke the Words, than a Flood of 
tender Paſſion riſing in her Soul, ſhe was about to 
countermand this „ Was not halt a Mi- 
nute together in the ſame mind hard ſhe thought 
it to deny herſelf fo innocent a Satisfaction as the 
fight of him; but harder yet ſhe found it would be, 
in his Preſence, to contain the Paſſion ſhe was poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, from breaking out to his Diſcovery. 

Reaſon therefore enabling her to conſider that 
the only way to conquer was to fly; and fearing 
that if ſhe ſhould but hear his Voice, the dear-lov'd 
Sound might have force enough in it to ſhake the 
Reſolution ſhe had form'd, and that ſhe ſhould be 
weak enough to call him up, laid hold of the firſt 
moment of cool Conſideration to put it out of her 
power to follow the expected Returns of her ſofter 
Emotions - -- She flew out of the Houſe, and came 
not home till late at Night ;—and tho” there paſs d 
not one Hour in all that day, in which ſhe was 
not a thouſand times about to come back yet ſhe 
had ſtill Command enough of herſelf, to ſuppreſs 
the ſtruggling Incliuation. a 

In che mean time, the agreeable Cauſe of her 
Diſquiet was far from being in perfect eaſe himſelf 
-—he was prodigioully charm'd with her; and if 
the Perturbations of his Mind were leſs terrible 
than thoſe ſhe endur'd, they were yet more violent 
than thoſe which Men ordinarily feel on the like 
occaſion. 

He had continu'd all Night in Agitations, which 
might very well be accounted the effects of Love; 
and tho' he had ſome reaſon to hope ſhe look'd not 

On 
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on him with Eyes of Hate or Diſdain, yet her 
Friendſhip with Datixpa, and her knowledge of 
the Intimacy between him and that Lady, were | 
powerful Objections againſt him. But not be- | 
ing of a Diſpoſition very liable to Deſpair, and | 
too impatient to endure Suſpence, he came pre- 
par'd with all the Arguments his Paſſion and un- | 
failing Wit could furniſh him with, reſolv'd to | 
know at once what twas he had to expect. | 
To find ſhe was abroad, after having promis d 
to admit his Viſit, was a Diſappoiatment he was 
not arm'd againit——and it gave him a greater 
Shock than it would have done any other Man, 
becauſe he was leſs accuſtom'd to meet ſuch Treat- 
ment. It was the firſt Mortification of this 
kind his Vanity had ever receiv'd ; and had it 
been given by another Woman, tis probable | 
would have cured his Paſſion.—— But Pts © 
had got faſt hold of his Heart, and this little 
Slight was infinitely too weak to fer it free- | 
Diſpirited and altogether unfit for Converſation, | 
he trifled away two or three Hours at a Coffee- 
Houſe, then werit again ; but meeting the ſame 
| Anſwer as before, grew almoſt mad. 
| He was now convinced Love had its Pains as 
| 


363 V K ET TIE EW we 1 
* & . _- * 


well as Pleaſures, and was as much ſurpriz'd to | 
find this Alteration in himſelf, as he was that | 
there was 4 Woman in the World on whom he 
| had not been able ro make any vifible Impreſſion. — 
Fig After indulging his Spleen the beſt part of the day 
1 at his own Lodgings, he went again in the Even- 
. ing to her's; but ſhe being ſtill abroad, he could 
: BY not conceal his Diſcontent.— He walk'd backward 
1 and forward in her Dining- room, ask'd a thou- 
ſand impertinent Queſtions of the Maid, and be- 
ginning to believe it an Impoſſibility to ſee her 
that Night, could not leave the place without let- 
ing her know ſome part of the Uneaſineſs he ſu- 
| | | ſtainꝰd.— 


PE 
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ſtain'd— He deſir'd Pen and Paper, which be- 
ing brought him, he writ to her in this mannner. 


To the Cruel, but moſt Adorable 
PHILECT 4. 


OTHING could have convinced me you were 

not altogether divine, but the little Diſpofition 
7 find in you tv Mercy: In the Eye of Heaven, to be a 
zealous Votary, is, to be a meritorious one ; and I am 
certain the penetrating Eyes of my adored Philecta can- 
not but have diſcern d that Quality in me As never any 
Woman was created to charm like her, ſo never any 
Man had a Heart more ſuſceptible of her Power than 
mine. It is with the utmoſt Refignation—the utmoſt 
Pleaſure I devote my whole Soul to Love and You, and 
beg no more than your Acceptation of the Offering 
Permit me but to ſee you, and make your own Conditions, 
how far I may obey the Dittates of my Paſſion in de- 
claring myſelf 


The Excellent Purrzcra's 


Everlaſting Slave, 


DORIMENUS. 


P. S. I will take the liberty of waiting on you to- 
morrow Evening; and fince Buſineſs, or, which I much 
fear, jome more agreeable Amuſement, depriv'd me this 
day of the Bleſſing you made me hope, intreat you will 
have Compaſſioa enough for the Anxieties I feel in this 
Diſappointment, not to make me the moſt miſerable of all 
created Beings, by a ſecond, which would certajnly com- 
pleat that Ruin which the firſt has begun. 


What became of the Soul-tortur'd PHIL EC TA, 
when ſhe came home and read theſe Lines, let 
thoſe 
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thoſe unhappy Women, who have felr the Force 
of a Paſſion as violent as hers, deferibe—ir is not 
in my power, any more than it is to repreſent, 
as it deſerves, the never to be ſufficiently admir'd 
Effect of her Reſolution, and firm Adherence 
to the Rules of Virtue, in an Exigence ſo dange- 
rous Tho overwhelm'd and loſt in Love and ſoft 
Defire; tho at each thought of Doxtmexus, un- 
uſual Warmth ran thrilling thro her Veins, her 
Blood beat high, and ſhe was all o'er Pulſe—tho 
her whole Soul diſſolv'd in tender Languiſhments, 
and for one dear, one bliſsful Moment ſhe would 
have forgiven. an Age of Life let fix'd in her 
Determination, ſhe choſe to die, rather than vield 
to accept the proffer'd Joy. 

To avoid what moſt ſhe wiſh'd, and put it out 
of her power ever to recede from the Reſolution 
ſhe had form'd of never ſeeing him any more, ſhe 
pitch'd on a Method very extraordinary, and what, 
perhaps, no Woman before her ever choſe.—She 
did not doubt but that the ſame Paſſion which had 
inſpir'd him to write to her in the manner he had 
done, would make him neglect no opportunity of 
being in her Company. — He had told her in the 
Poſtſcript of his Letter, that he would come the 
next day, and ſhe could not anſwer for herſelt 
that ſhe would not ſee him but jt ſhe ſhould 
continue to be denied then, or whenever after he 
ſhould make rhe ſame Attempt, yer ſtill chere was 
no defence againſt his writing; and even if ſhe re- 
turn'd no Anſwer to encourage him to purſue his 
Deſigns, yer it was keeping alive a conſuming 
Fire in her Breaſt, which ſhe had hope might be 
extinguiſh'd, when there was no longer a Poſſibi- 
lity of ſeeing him or hearing trom him. 

She roſe early in the Morning, and having made 
what haſte ſhe could in dreſſing, ſurpriz d Da- 


LINDA in her Bed, I come, Madam, faid ſbe, 
| with 
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with an Air ſo wild and troubled, as ſpoke the Diſſa- 
tisfattion of her Soul, to relate to you a Hiſtory 
which will afford you both Pain and Pleaſure ; and 
when you ſhall hear with how much Barbarity 

ou have been treated by thoſe you moſt confided 
in, you will alſo know you have your Revenge in 
as exquiſite 2a manner as your moſt vindictive 
Thoughts could wiſh. 

Here ſhe ſtopt, either unable to utter more, for 
the violent Emotions which juſt at that time could 
not be ſuitable to the Cauſe, or that ſhe expected 
what ſhe would reply to Words which promiſed 
tomething ſo unexpected. Dariixpa, indeed, gave 
her not much time to pauſe, and having nothing 
but Dokimenus in her head, immediately faucy'd 


it mult be fomething relating to him which Phi- 


LECTA had to reveal: and ſtarting up in her Bed, 
cry'd, What do you mean, my Dear ! have you 
heard any thing of Doziwexvus ! He is the falſeſt 
of all his perjur'd Sex, reſum'd the other, haſtily ; 
nor am I ar all behind him in Treachery and In- 
gratitude But not to add to the Cruelty I have 
already been guilty of to you, by keeping you iu 


ſuſpence, know that I love him, love him to Diſ- 


traction, to the extremeſt height of furious, ra- 
ging Paſſion that he has declared himſelf my 
everlaſting Vocary and that there wants but op- 
portunity for us to be as compleatly wicked as 
Falſhood and the Accompliſhment of looſe Deſire 
can make us. 

It mutt be left to the Reader's Imagination to con- 
ceive what *rwas Dal IN pa felt in the ſudden Shock 
of this unlook 'd-tor Thunder-clap there are no 
Words cavable of doing Juſtice to the Borrors, 
the Perplexities which at that inſtant invaded her 
whole Soul, convuls'd all her Frame, and ſhook 

ach tender Limb with Tremblings, ſuch as for a 
time depriv'd her of the power of Speech. Sne, 
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whoſe Diſcourſe had thrown her into this Con- 
dition, was herſelt incapable of regarding it, feel- 
ing in her own Breaſt Anxieties at leaſt equal to 
thoſe ſhe had occaſion'd in her's——and going on 
with the deſtructive Story, There, cry'd foe, throw- 
ing on the Bed the Letter which DoxluxxN us had writ, 
there, read that, and you will need but little In- 
formation how very guilty we have been, 

The ſight of his well-known Hand, recall'd the 
fainting Spirits of the unfortunate DaLixoa—ſhe 
read the fatal Scroll, and by degrees coming out of 
that Aſtoniſhment, which had for ſome moments 
ſrunn'd Reflection, and ſuſpended the moſt raging 
Paſſion of the Soul—Deſpair, and Jealouſy, now 
ſhow'd themſelves in their moſt proper Colours, 
and pour'd out Curſes numberleſs on the perfidious 
Dorimexus and Prirtcta, thoſe Undoers of her 
Peace! thoſe Betrayers of her Truſt - with 
the moſt bitter Iuvecti ves the moſt ſevere Re- 
proaches Heart e er conceiv'd, or Tongue e'er ut- 
ter d, did ſhe exclaim againſt the Baſeneſs of them 
both —Her guilty Friend heard her with Patience, 
nor interpoſed one Word in vindication either of 
herſelf, or him, whoſe ruinous Charms had been 
the cauſe of all this Scene of Woe; till perceiv- 
ing her Fury had almoſt ſpent itſelf u railing, ſhe 
delir'd her Attention to what yet remain'd to be 
told of chis tormenting Secret, Which the other 
willingly complying with, ſhe reveal'd every Cir- 
cumſtance of the Affair, beginning from the Mea- 
fares which her Curioſity had prompted her to 
take, to ice, and entertain the Man whoſe Cha- 
racter ſhe had heard 19 much of, and concluding 
with the fatal Conſequence, and her Reſolution 
henceforward ever to avoid hin. 

She had no fooner ended, than DalIxDA, as 
doubting the Truth of her laſt Words, with a 
Sigh, cry'd out, Ard can you then, PruiLecrs, 5 
© 
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ſo much the miſtreſs of your Inclinations, as to 
maintain a Reſolution ſo infinitely prejudicial co 
them — Reaſon, anſwer'd the other, may certainly 
enable one to do a great deal; bat leſt it ſhould 
not be ſufficient of itſelf for my Protection, I call 
in the Aſſiſtance of a jealous Rival's watchful 
Care. ] will not promiſe that without your 
Aid I could for ever deny myſelf the Joy of look- 
ing on him Nor would I on any other ſcore 
have made you the Confidant of my Weakneſs. 
But what Method, interrupted Dalixna, is it in 
my power to take? The Heart that is once e- 
ſtrang'd, requires more Artifice than mine to re- 
cover. You have no cauſe (reſumed Pult E A) to 
imagine your Caſe ſo Fo ak I have already 
told you by what Stratagems, which my Curiolity 
taught me, 1 occaſion'd theſe two days abſence, 
he yet believes you would not receive a Viſit at 
your own Houle write to him, therefore, 
convince him of the contrary—and . you ſee 


him next, there is no danger but your continu'd 


Kindneſs, aud the appearance of my continu'd 
Scorn, and the Impoſſibility he will find to enter- 
tain me, will oblige him to give over a hopeleſs 


Proſecution, and turn the whole bent of his De- 


fices on her who has fo dearly purchaſed them 
Beſides, added ſhe, Fondneſs fails to engage, I 
care his I. d with you, permit you to ſhew it 
him, to upbraid him with it, and if he has any 
ſpark of Pride or Reſentment in him, (of both 
which I am much miſtaken if he has not a conſfi- 
derable Share) he will ſoon hate the V Voman who 
has expos d him in the manner I have done to 


_ you—and the Contempt he will have for me, make 


him avoid my Preſence, with as much Care as too 
much Love and Admiration obliges me to do his. 
With this Advice and the Aſſurance, that whats, 
ever ſhe ſuſter'd in fo terrible a Conſtraint, ihe 
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never would conſent to ſee him more, Purtecra 
left her more at eaſe than ſhe had been at the be- 
ginning of her Diſcourſe, nor was fhe herſelf with- 
out ſome ſecret Satisfaction that ſhe had perform'd 
the cruel Task ſhe ſet herſelf, and been ſeverely 
juſt to Virtue———and in the midſt of all thoſe 
Agonies which ariſe from ſtruggling Nature un- 
conquer'd, tho o'erpower'd, felt a kind of gloomy 
"Tranſport that ſhe had paſs'd the fiery Tryal, and 
ſecured her Honour from all the Attacks of Love 
and her own Wiſhes. 

PhirrcrA was no ſooner gone, than Darixpa 
went about to follow the Advice ſhe had given 
her, and reſerving her Reproaches, that they mighr 
break out with the greater fury when ſhe ſaw him, 
employ'd her Pen to Doxmervs in this manner. 


To the moſt Charming of his Sex, the 
Accompliſbd DORIME NU 8. 


A L L Obſtacles being now remov'd, I beg to ſee my 

Angel this Evening about five at my own Houſe, 
where befide the grand Buſineſs of my Life, Love, I 
have another Af ir to communicate concerning the occa- 
fion of wy not meeting the Soul of all my Joys the other 
day at PHILECTA 5——Fiail not to come, if you woul 
have me think you yet have that Tenderneſi you ſo often 
have made Profeſſron of, to 


Your moſt Paſſionate and 
Ever Faithful 
DALIN DA- 


This Billet was far from being receiv'd with 
that welcome from Dog iv NUs, which thoſe from 


her were accuſtomed to meet — He had again 


been 
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been to viſit PI ECA, and was again diſappointed 
in his hope of ſeeing her ; which, together with 
having no Anſwer to the Letter he had left for her 
the Day before, put him in ſo ill a Humour, that 
he was entirely unfit for any Converſation, much 
more for an amorous one. He liked Percecrta too 
well, to like any other Woman at all ; and the 
Opinion he had, that it was for the ſake of Da- 
LINDA he had found the other ſo deaf to his En- 
treaties, render d her, of all her Sex, the leaſt ca- 
pable of pleaſing him. Altogether inditterent, 
therefore, how ſhe might take it, he return'd an 
Anſwer of Excuſe; but in ſo cold and careleſs a 
Stile, that if the had been wholly ignorant of his 
new Paſſion, ſhe might eaſily have perceiv'd ſome- 
thing had happen'd to the ruin of her Hopes. 


To the Agreeable DAL IND 4. 


7 Am extremely forry that Buſineſs of the greateſt Con- 

ſequence makes it impoſſible for me to ſee you at the 
time you mention Ihen 1 have diſpatch'd that, J 
fhall gladly attend you, and renew thoſe Teuderneſſes, 
which will be ever a Pleaſure to him, who is 


Sincerely Yours, 
DORIMENUS, 


P. S. I fear it will he fome days before I can be happy 
enough to fee you. 


Tis utterly impoſſible to repreſent with what 
affliction ſhe receiv'd ſo manifeſt « Proof, that ſhe 
no longer had a place in the Affection of Dokiux- 
nus; for tho by what ſhe heard from PHUECTA, 
and the ſight of his Letter to her, ſhe was enough 
convinc'd of his Infincerity and Mutability of 

Temper, 
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Temper, yet ſhe was far from believing ſhe had 
entirely loſt him; bur ſhe now cou'd think no 
other Se read the vexatious Billet over and over, 
and cou'd tid in it nothing that had the appearance 
of Love it ſeem'd ſcarce Complaiſanc, and the 
bitter Anguiſh of her Soul vented itſelf in Com- 
plainings, ſuch as had he been Witneſs of (poſſeſs'd 
as he was with the moſt violent Paſſion for another ) 


ns: . * 


1 he mult have pity'd, and perhaps, reliev'd rhe ſad 
| 1 Deſpair which had occaſion'd them. 

"8 'The Tempeſt of her Grief a little over, and the 

1 Power of Confideration return'd,ſhe began to think 

4 what was beſt for her to do, either to oblige 

him to a Kerurn of Kindneſs, or to acknowledge 


1 himſelf as falſe and as ungrateful as he had ſworn 
to be the contrary. Full of her Wrongs, there: 
fore, and impatient to upbraid him, ſhe took his 
ö Letter to Pitrcra, and ſent it to him under a 
| Cover, in which ſhe writ thcie Lines: 


1 To the Thanklefs, but Ever- Dear 
by | DORIMENUS. 


INCE you have no leiſure Moments to throw away 

on a Woman, whom you uo longer love, 7 ſend you 
encloſed this Letter, that you may know 1 am not in- 
ſenſible of the reaſon of your Abſence.— Piu rer, Ic 
feſs, has Charms to create the moſt violent Paſſion ; but 
I can never be brought to acknowledge, that all ſhe is poſ- 
Jeſs'd of, were they infinitely ſuperior to what they are, can 
be an excuſe for Falſhood and Ingratitude to another — 
I need not tell you with what a Fervency of tender Paſſion 
I have lov'd you, my Aftions have ſufficiently convinc'd 
you of that Truth; but when ] declare, that I do ſtill 
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q love you, love you with the ſame unbated Fondneſs as 

5 5 before I knew your Crime ! I need appeal no farther, than 

| | *0 your own Soul to judge, whether or not 1 give a Prof 
af *-Rancy and forgiving Teuderneſi, which the World 
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cannot produce frequent Examples fr y Heaven 
you ave, eveu in Faiſhood, dearer to me than my Life, or 
than every thing the Wirld calls valuable. — Return 
then, thou lovely Ingrate ! Thou charming Deſtroyer of 
my Peace, ret gin make me happy in thoſe 
tranſporting Joys, which only you have power to give, 
and none but thiſe, who love like me, are capable of ro- 
cin he but half as ready to Accept a Pardon, 
as am to Aﬀord it, and I ſhall ſtili be bleſt ;annnnnes 
nor will J ever repeat what's paſt, unleſs to raiſe our 
Bliſs, by a remembrance au fond regretting of this little 
Interval. Hafte to my Arms my eager, my expecting 
Arms ! and let me there unfold what ti; I wiſh, what 
tis I langrifh for : amidſt that Rapture, I can alone 
unſold how much,-—how paſſionately, —how much beyond 
the reach of Words, I am, 


My Adored Donmenus's 
Molt Faithfully Devored 
DALINDA. 
P. S. I leg, as tho” for Life, to ſee you this Night, 
F knw jon are enough Maſter of your own time to grant 
me this requeſt ; and if refuſed, ſhall be certain, that 


want of Inclination is my only Encmy Once more, 
my Angel, adien, 


Ler any of that Sex (of which I believe there 
are but few who have not plurality of Engage- 
ments) form to themſelves an Idea of what Do- 
RiMexus felt in fo ſurprizing a 'Turn,—to ſee his 
own Letter, containing the molt paſſionate Decla- 
ration of Love to one Woman, in the hands of ano- 
ther, whom he had alſo pretended to love, to the 
ſame violent degree, Hand at the ſame time, to 
find to much torgiving Goodneſs, where he cou'd 

have 
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have expected only Rage and Reſentment, = 
to be preſs'd beyond Denial to come and receive 
that Pardon, which he was conſcious of being far 
from meriting. All this was ſufficient to excite 
in him the utmoſt extremes of Aſtoniſhment, of 
Gratitude, and of Shame for ſo unexampled a Ge- 
neroſity, and Obligements, he neicher had it in his 
power to deſerve or to requite ,——but of all the 
various Agitations he was ſeiz d with, there was 
none gave him half that pain, as the Apprehenſion, 


that it cou'd be by no other means than herſelf, 
that his Letter ro PhiIECrA had been expoſed to 


DalI SpA. Her refuſing to admit his Viſits, 
very much ſtrengthen'd this Opinion. He now 
began to be aſſur d, that all his Attempts on that 
Lady wou'd be fruitleſs: and that either to gratify 
her Sex's Vanity, and fond to boaſt her Power, or 
in obedience to the Rules of a Friendſhip pretty 
uncommon, (eſpecially among Women) ſhe had 
made a Sacrifice of his Pretenſions. There was, 
indeed, nothing unnatural in this Suppoſition, and 
he was humbled beyond expreſſion to find he had 
been ſo much deceiv'd in the Language of the Eyes, 
which he was uſed to imagine he had a perfect un- 
derſtanding in, and which had ſeem'd to tell him, 
there was ſomething in the Soul of that Lady which 
pleaded ſtrongly in his behalt. But reſolv'd to 
be convinc'd, and not knowing any way to be fo, 
but by going to Dalixpa, choſe rather to endure 
all the juſt Reproaches he muſt expe&, from a 


Woman treated in the manner he had done her, 


than endure one Hour an Uncertainty ſo perplex- 
ing. He, therefore, after the Meſſenger had 
waited a long time the Reſult of his Determination, 
ordered him to let the Lady, who ſeut him, know, 


he wou'd without fail wait on her at the time ſhe 


deſir d 


At 
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At length, che ſo much wiſh'd for Hour by 
both (tho' for different Reaſons) was arriv'd, and 
the over- joy d Dali xD receiving him in a manner 
which ſavour'd neither of Jealouſy nor Indignation, 
oblig'd him to return the Carefles lie gave him, 
with a ſeeming Equality of Tenderneſs. She 
kept che Promiſe ſhe had made him, and forbore 
any Upbraidings ; if ſhe mention d PLR NA at 
all, it was in ſuch a manner as he could not tax her 
with ill Humour, and had ſhe been as cautious 
for her own Intereſt, as ſhe was to offend him, ſhe 
might perhaps have been happy in his renew'd En- 
dearments ; but on his mentioning that Lady, and 
ſpeaking ſome few half Sentences, which he thought 
might excite her Curioſity, eas'd his own, by be- 
ing inform'd of the whole Affair The poor un- 


thinking open-hearted Fair, believing him now all 


her own, had no reſerve, related to him every Par- 
ticular of her Converſation with Plscra, and 
let him know that that Lady had not diſclos'd this 
Secret to her out of Contempt or Diſlike of him, 
who had addreſs'd her, but out of too great a Ten- 
derneſs and violent Affection. What cou'd be 
more tranſporting to the Soul of Dorimexvus than 
ſuch a Diſcovery 2 What cou'd be more prejudicial 
to her, who made it? All che Charms of 
P:11LECTA now rife to his Idea, with greater force 
than ever he coa'd not help loving her, for 
the force of her Paſſion for him: but he perfectly 

ador'd her, tor the ſtreugth of a Reſolution fo un- 
common -he found Charms in her refuſals, 
which not tae urmoſt Condeſcenſions of any other 
Woman cou'd afford. He thought the Con- 
queſt of a Heart like hers, worthy the utmoſt aſſi- 
duity : and fince he was afſur'd he had a Friend fo 
powerful as Inclination, to plead in his behalf, was 
reſolv'd neyer to give over till he had vanquiſt'd 
all Oppoters He grew g choughtful, 


after 
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after ſhe had made an end of the Narrative, nor 


was it in her power to ſtay him. He longd 
to be alone, to indulge Contemplation.— He 
languiſh'd to be happy in Idea, with the now more 
than ever adorable 1 and to invent ſome 
means, by which he might overcome her ſcrupu- 
lous Virtue,and become in reality as bieſs'd, as Love 
confeſsd and rewarded wou'd make him. He 
profeſs d however as much as was neceſſary, to 
make Darixpa believe he had no Wiſhes but what 
were center d in the Poſſeſſion of her, and thinking 
it no Sin to throw in two or three Oaths to con- 
firm her belief, took his leave, with a Promiſe to 
return the next day. She, perfectly ſatisfy'd with 
what he ſaid, ſuffer d him to go without feeling 
any ominons Emotions, 

I will not trouble my Reader with any repeti- 
tion of what his Thoughts were that Night, tis 
eaſy to believe they were not fill'd with very vio- 
lent Perturbations.— He was perfectly convinc'd 
that the Woman, who of all the World he believed 
moſt worthy his Eſteem, lov'd him with a Paſſion, 
which he cou'd not have hoped ; and as he knew 
there was nothing wanting but his Preſence, to ' 
baniſh all the Guards which Virtue raiſed in op- 
poſition to his Deſires, he reſolv'd, ſome way 
or other, to get to the Speech of her. The Morn- 
ing no ſooner broke than he aroſe, and drefling 
himſelf, went once more to the Houſe where Phi- 
LECTA lodg*'d—-defigning to beg Permiſſion for a 
moment's Converſation ; but Love, and Fortune 
befriending him on this occaſion, he found the 
Door open, and eager of Acceſs, ftay'd not till 
any body ſhou'd come to anſwer his Demand, but 
walking gently in, and going up Stairs with the 
ſame Precaution, got to the Apartment of the 
Charmer, without being obſerv'd —- The Door 


was only ſhut to; and in his attempting to knock, 
8 


 wou'd there liſten to all he had to ſay. 


(43) 
it flew open, and admitted the impatient Lover 
He made no ſeruple of running immediately to 
the Chamber. She was not yet riſen, and had 
but that moment waked from a moſt pleaſing 
Dream, of which he was the Subject: Imagina- 
tion, always a Friend to Love, had given her, in 
Sleep, a full Idea of thoſe Joys, which, when Awake, 
ſhe durſt not allow herſelf to think of. The rap- 
turous Image left an unuſual Languiſhment in her 
Eyes, they had nothing of their wonted Auſterity 
remaining, and ſeem'd rather to invite than forbid 
the adventurous Gazer, who, in ſpite of his natural- 
Boldneſs, was a little daſh'd at his firſt Entrance, — 
He was twoor three moments in the Room before 
ſhe {aw or heard him, but the agreeable Poſture in 
which ſhe lay, and which diſclos'd to him Beauties, 
which her Dreſs had conceal'd, gave him Agita- 
tions too violent to permit him to continue long at 
the diſtance he then was; — he made but one ſtep 
to the Bed-fide, and throwing himſelf on his knees, 
by that beſeeching Poſture endeavour'd to aſſure her 
he came not on any diſhonourable Deſign.——She 
gave a little ſhriek at firſt fight of him, but not haps» 
pening to be heard by any of the Houſe, no inter- 
ruption enſu'd, and he had all the Opportunity he 
cou'd wiſh, to perſuade her ſhe had no cauſe to fear 
his Preſence. Her Soul was at this unguarded 
hour too much diffoly'd, to permit her to aſſume 
any part of that Severity with which ſhe had treated 
him, when laſt he entertain'd her: Let, trembling, 
for the Conſequence of this Viſit, Ce intreated him 
to withdraw iuto the next Room, aſſuring him ſhe 
Bur he 
too well underſtood che Advantage he was poſſeſs d 
of, to let it ſlip; and inſtead of retiring, drew by 
degrees nearer, and neare:, to the tempting Scene, 
till he was too cloſe to be repuls'd without having 


taken ſome part of the Satisfaction his Paſſion re- 
| 52 quired: 


NR 

quired :—She cou'd not hinder him from kiſſing 
and embracing her, from feaſting his impatient 
Eyes with every naked Charm about her, —from 
roving o'er them with his glowing hands, with all 
the unlimited Freedom of luxurious Fondneſs, and 
at laſt, amidſt Delight and Pain, a Rack of Extaſy 
on both ſides, ſhe more faintly denying, he more 
vigorouſly preſſing, half yielding, half reluctant, 
ſhe was wholly loſt :-—all her boaſted Reaſon, — all 
her forceful Reſolution, —all the Precautions of fo 
many days, 1n one tumultuous Moment were o'er- 
come. Love triumph'd over all, and revel'd in 
the Spoils of Honour, The difficulty with 
which DoriMexus had gain'd this Conqueſt, en- 
hanc'd the Value; and the Reſtraint which Phi- 
LECTA had put on her Inclinations, made her now 
give a 3 looſe to them: which puts me in 
mind of what a late celebrated Autlior ſays on the 
like occaſion ; 


She that ſo fiercely can reſiſt Deſire, 
With double Rage will love, when Raptures fire. 


And 'tis certain, when once a Woman of Virtue 
falls a Victim to Love, ſhe is by as many degrees 
more vigorous in the Gratification of her Paſſion, as 
ſhe was in her Eforts to Overcome it. 

The Tranſport over, the Conqueſt fully ſecured, 
the happy Lover was now eaſily perſuaded to go 
into the next Room, and the yer Unrepenting Fair 


| rung her Bell for her Maid, to aſſiſt her in getting 


out of Bed. They paſt the remainder of that 
day together, and in the Intervals of their Endear- 
ments, beguil'd the Hours in Diſcourſes on the 
various Turns, which had happend in the ſhorr 
time of their Acquaintance, and by what ſtrange 
and extraordinary means each had arriv'd at the 


Point they now were at. 
8 For 
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For about a Week, never any two People more 
indulg'd themſelves in guilty Pleaſures- they 
ſcarce were ever aſunder in that time; Dokimenus 
could not live without PHILECTA, nor PHILECTA 
without Doz1vexus 3 both abandon'd all other 
Converſation, and found nothing Agreeable, no- 
thing Charming, but in each other: He thought 
all he could do, too little to merit the Favour of a 
Woman qualified like her; and ſhe imagin'd ſhe 
could never enough requite a Conſtancy and Gra- 
tirude ſo uncommon—— each made it their whole 
Study to oblige the other, and there wanted but 
a Certainty of its being permanent, to render their 
Condition a kind of Heaven on Earth. 

But all this while, what were the Anxieties of 
poor Dalix pa, what did ſhe not ſuſtain, rack'd 
with a fruitleſs Expectation tortur'd with the 
worſt Furies of the Soul, Suſpence and Jealouſy ? 
and notwithitanding all her Endeavours, al- 
rogether unable to find out the cauſe of this Dit- 
appointment of her ſo lately elevated Hopes, in 
vain ſhe wrir, in vain ſhe ſent to Dokiukxus. He 
had neither the leaſt remains of Inclination to viſit 
her, nor time to make Excuſes for his abſence -— 
his whole Soul and all his Moments were elle- 
where devoted he was now all Prkcra's, as 
much as a Man of his Temper could be—and the 
forſaken Lady felt, in the Impoſſibility of findin 
out the Reaſon of his Change of Behaviour, Dit” 
quierudes almoſt equal to thoſe the loſs of him o 
caſion'd The manner in Which Prwrtecra had 
difcover'd the Declaration he had made her, and 
the Tenderneſs ſhe cou'd not avoid feeling for 
him, made her far from ſuſpecting what had hap- 
pen'd between them afterwards ; nor would ſhe 
ever have had it in her thoughts, that it was for 
her ſake ſhe was treated in this manner, if an Ac- 


cident had nor call'd her to viſit, on ſome Buſineſs, 
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a Relation, who liv'd on the other {ide the Thames. 
The Houſe ſhe was at, was the very next to oue 
eminent for the Pleaſure of its Situation, and fine 
Gardens; by a chance, unlucky to the Peace of 
thoſe ſhe ſpy'd, ſhe look'd out of a Window, 
which had the command of part of the Walks, and 
ſaw her ungrateful Doxztrmexus, and, what amaz'd 
her more, PII RcrA with him. — The ſudden Rage 
which invaded her at ſo unexpected, and ſo ſhock- 
ing a Difcovery, left no room for Diſcretion to 
interpoſe: She flew immediately out of the Houſe 
ſhe then was in, and into the EO where they 
ſtill continued, with only a little alteration of Pol- 
ture; for as before ſhe had only barely ſeen they 
were together, without any other reaſon to be- 
lieve them guilty, than that they were in a place 
ſo remote trom any other Company ; ſhe now 
found them in an Arbour, he lying careleſly down 
on a Carpet {pread on the Floor, with his Head 
on her Lap, as ſhe was fitting by him, ſhe had 
one of her Hands faſt graſped in his, and with the 
other ſhe ſeem'd to toy, and ſtroke his Face and 
Breaſt.—” Tis hard to ſay, whether Amazement or 
Indignation had the greateſt ſhare in her Breaſt, 
but tis eaſy to believe the Violence of both left 
no room for Conſideration the Lovers loſt in the 
pleaſing Contemplation of each other's Charms, 
nor ſaw, nor heard her, till running to the place 
where they were, and catching hold of Paittcta, 
"Tis well, Madam! fe cry'd, is this your 
boaſted Virtue ?——?Your Reſerve ?——Falſe, falſe 
Woman ! And you, (continued ſhe, turuing 10 
Doxmexus) Ungrateful, and moſt perjur'd of all 
your deceiving Sex, what Excuſe canſt thou now 
make ?—by what Artifices, by what Inſinuations 
canſt thou again betray my eaſy Nature? Thou 
eool Deſigner | What can thy ſubtil-workiug Wit 


invent, to clear chy Honour, or PuLecra's Inno- 
cence ? 


| 
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cence ?——?You both are known, detected, and be 
aſſured the Affair ſhall be no Secret——1 will, at 
leaſt, have the ſatisfaction of Revenge. She lad 
railed on, if Doxmznus, who by this time had e- 
cover*.1 himſelf from the Surprize of her firſt Ap- 
pearance, had not put a little ſtop to the career 
of her Tongue by theſe Words :=-Well, Mad. 
( ſaid he io her in an angry Accent) what you ſuſpet?, 
you may, if you pleaſe, divulge ; but I would have 
you conſider well before you talk too much——re- 
member that Datinpa can ſuſpet3 nothing of Phi- 
LECTA, but What PHIiLECTA is certain of DAl IN DA. 
I would have you, therefore, be tender of this 
Lady's Honour, as you would preſerve your own. 
As for my own part, I will at any other time 
reply to your Upbraidings, but at preſent, you 
appear too warm for Argument. He faid no 
more, but taking PRILECTA, who was almoſt dead 
with ſhame, by the Hand, and leading her with 
all poſſible ſpeed to the Water-fide, where a Boat 
waited for them, left rhe forſaken Fair to utter 
her Complainings to the unregarding Winds. 

She was as good as her word however — the 
Adventure thro her means became the Chat of the 
whole Town, and PrLecrta ſuffer'd a great deal 
from the Admonitiongot her Relations and Friends, 
all who had. any concern for her Reputation; 
adviſed her to break of her Aequaiatance with 
him, but that was a Task not fo ealy to be ac- 
compliſh'd as they imagin d ſhe could ſooner 
have forgone her Life, than his Converſation, and 
tis impoſſible for any thing to be more expoſed than 
the Affair between them. | 

But this was not the worſt part of her Misfor- 
tune; an unexpected Occaſion happen d to call 
him into the Country ſoon after, and tho he took 


leave of her with all the tender Proteſtations ima- 


ginable, an Overture of Marriage being there 
| made 


3 my 
2x 


(48) 


ge him with a very agreeable Lady, * tis thought 
will eaſily be brought*to accept it. — Putter 
as heard the News, and to increaſe her Misfor- 
ame, finds Herſelf with Child — the Agories ſhe 
ov ſuſtains in a 150 late Repentanee, are-not to 
5e Jeſcribed.” Undone in all which ought to be 
valuable, ſhe curſes the undoing T ranſport ſhe fo 
lacely bleſt and is ſufficiently coavinc'd how 
infinitely to blame ſhe was, in indulging a Curio- 
firy which proved ſo fatal to her Virtue, her Re- 
putation, and her Peace of Mind; and which, tis 
highly probable, will in a mort time be found ſo 
to her Late. be” 


